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which subsist between us " l. Edward II. complied with
the request, and commanded the expulsion of Flemings
from the country2. Shortly afterwards Louis, who had
succeeded Philip on the French throne, prayed the king
' with pressing importunity' to establish a staple between
Calais and the Seine ; and merchants were ordered to confer
with the king at Lincoln3. However, in 1316, peace was
concluded between Flanders and France 4, and the resump-
tion of commercial relations with England was followed in
1318 by a renewal of the proposal to remove the staple to a
Flemish town. Merchants again were summoned6, but for
the moment nothing was done.
Instead a new project was set on foot, and attention was TU*project
concentrated upon a design to establish home staples within
the kingdom, at which native produce was to be bought and
sold, and nowhere else. The question had been raised in
earlier Parliaments, and more particularly in the Parliament
which met at York in 1318 6. The next year writs were
issued for the summons of an assembly " to consider the
advisability of fixing the staple of wool at certain places
within the realm " 7. The sheriffs were enjoined to send
bailiffs, merchants and representative burgesses from
various towns to hold a conference before the treasurer
and barons of the Exchequer. The document in which the
opinions of the merchants are set forth has fortunately
been preserved, and it throws a valuable light upon their
attitude8. They advised that two staples should be erected
in England, one on each side of the Trent, and that alien
merchants should trade there and nowhere else. No
foreign coin was to be imported but only gold, plate and
bullion ; and aliens were to be encouraged to come to our
Rymer, Foedera (R. ed.), ii. part i. 270 (1315)-
Ibid. ii. part i. 280.
Ibid. ii. part i. 281 ; Close Rolls, 1313-1318, p. 258. This was in
December 1315.
Rymer, Foedera (R, ed.), ii. part i. 303.
Ibid. ii. part i. 378. The mayor of the merchants, John de Cherleton,
was present in the Parliament at York " on business touching the state of
the said merchants going to Flanders " : Patent Rolls, 1317-1321, p. 239.
8 See the document printed by A. E. Bland, " The Establishment of the
Home Staples " (1319), in The English Historical Review, xxix. 95 seq.
7 Letter Book E, 105.                             8 See supra, note 6.